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March 22, 2004

REPORT TO THE SAFER COUNCIL (IWA CANADA)
( Last Report: Nov 7, 2003)

TRANSPORT CANADA

1. Has confirmed that CREWBOATS are PASSENGER VESSELS.
This means the following:

a) Crewboats must comply with Part IV of the Canada Shipping Act, Small
Vessel Regulations, which outline Minimum required safety equipment
that must be carried onboard

b) Limits these Crewboats to not more than 5 GT (Gross Tons)

¢) Limits their capacity to not more than 12 passengers

d) Voyage Classification: 20 NM from shore (still to be confirmed)

e) The Master (Operator) must hold a MED A3 and a SVOP Transp. Canada
Certificate (Possible implementation date: 2007). Note: MED A3=Marine
Emergency Duties A3; SVOP=Small Non-Pleasure Vessel Operator
Proficiency which is our SAFER Certificate

f) Any Crew onboard must hold a MED A3

g) In addition, the Master (Operator) must:

- Be minimum 18 years of age,

- Canadian citizen or landed immigrant

- Hold a valid Marine Basic First Aid certif.

- Hold aROC-M VHEF radio Op. certif. If vessel VHF equipped

2. The Crewboat must be LICENSED as a COMMERCIAL VESSEL

This means that:

a) If the Crewboat or vessel presently being used as a Crewboat is a
Pleasurecraft which has been licensed as such (i.e: 13K12345), it must
now be “switched over” to become a COMMERCIAL VESSEL.



This is not a complicated procedure — one obtains the correct form from
TC, completes it with ALL the required information and submits it to TC.
Once the application is approved, a “C” Commercial Vessel License is
issued, and if this is done before 2006, it is free of charge. From 2006
onwards, the cost is estimated to be $ 50.00 every 5 years ($ 10.00/year).

b) Once the vessel is COMMERCIAL Licensed, the vessel must undergo a
“one time INITIAL INSPECTION” by a TC Examiner, who determines if
it was built to the CSA Construction Standards and that it meets or
exceeds all applicable Construction & Safety Standards. (Their concern,
amongst many, is that many vessels out there today were built yester-year
for a certain purpose and today have been altered or modified and used for
another purpose, may be unstable or “un-seaworthy” and therefore
dangerous to operate.

This applies to all NON-PLEASURE VESSELS not more than 15 GT.
All vessels more than 15 GT or any vessel that carries more than 12
Passengers must be inspected yearly by TC!

¢) Once the vessel has received its “C” License,
And had its “Initial Inspection” and approved,
It will be issued with a Yellow Decal that must be attached to the vessel
identifying it as a “PASSENGER CARRYING COMMERCIAL
VESSEL”.

d) From this moment on, the vessel will fall under the SVMIP (Small Vessel
Monitoring & Inspection Program) .
The onus is on the Owners and/or Operators to ensure the Self-Monitoring
is conducted regularly after the TC Initial Inspection.
TC will only re-inspect the vessel if:
1) They receive a complaint that warrants a visit to the vessel to

determine her condition and compliance with all the regs, or

2) They decide to conduct a random spot-check of the vessel.

Note: The “C” Licensing AND the SVMIP are already in place.
Insurance Companies may not cover vessels that are Licensed as “Pleasure
Craft” (13K12345) yet are used as “COMMERCIAL VESSELS”.

For further information or clarification regarding the above, please contact a
Transport Canada Marine Safety Office near you, or Jimmy Watt, West Coast
Powerboat Handling.






